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THE RUSSO-UKRAINIAN WAR AS A CATALYST FOR THE DECOLONIZATION
OF UKRAINIANS: HISTORICAL-EDUCATIONAL DIMENSIONS
AND INFORMATION-PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS

Summary. The article explores the russo-ukrainian war as a catalyst for ukrainian decolonization,
delving into historical, educational, and information-psychological dimensions of the conflict. It addresses
a critical gap in understanding the complex processes of national identity formation and resistance against
colonial influences, particularly in the context of ongoing Russian aggression.

The primary objective of the research is to illuminate the current state of scholarly investigation
into ukrainian identity, trace the key factors of historical-educational colonial influences, and explore the
mechanisms of national self-identification and resistance. The research investigates the long-standing russian
colonial impact on ukrainian consciousness, examining how historical, educational, and informational
strategies have been used to suppress ukrainian identity.

The methodology employs a multifaceted approach, including principles of historicism, objectivity, and
comprehensiveness, alongside historiographical analysis, synthesis, and critique of existing scholarly sources.

The study reveals that decolonization is a complex process requiring self-reflection and critical analysis
of historical narratives. Information-psychological operations emerge as a crucial element in contemporary
hybrid warfare, with education and cultural preservation identified as essential tools in countering colonial
narratives. The research highlights the remarkable resilience of Ukrainian society in resisting propaganda and
maintaining national identity.

The findings emphasize that effective decolonization begins with self-decolonization, involving a
comprehensive approach of studying authentic history, mastering the native language, developing critical
thinking, enhancing media literacy, and recognizing and countering propaganda influences. The ongoing
russo-ukrainian war has paradoxically accelerated the process of ukrainian national self-identification, with
educational and cultural domains emerging as key battlegrounds for resistance.

The scientific significance of the study lies in its comprehensive analysis of ukrainian decolonization
processes, particularly in the context of the 2022 full-scale invasion, providing a critical examination
of how russian propaganda and information-psychological operations (IPSOs) have historically and
contemporaneously attempted to diminish ukrainian cultural and national identity.

As a conclusion, the article argues that the war has triggered a profound process of national awakening,
challenging long-standing colonial narratives and promoting a more nuanced understanding of ukrainian
identity. It underscores the importance of continuous efforts in cultural preservation, critical thinking, and
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information resilience as fundamental strategies in combating external attempts to undermine national
sovereignty and cultural distinctiveness.

The research provides valuable insights into the mechanisms of cultural resistance, demonstrating how
a nation can effectively counter propaganda and maintain its unique identity in the face of systematic attempts
at cultural erasure. By examining the intricate relationships between history, education, and information
warfare, the study offers a comprehensive understanding of the ongoing process of ukrainian decolonization.

Key words: decolonization, identity, escalation, historical fake news, russian propaganda, educational
deprivation, IPSO.
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POCINMCBHKO-YKPATHCBHKA BIMHA SIK KATAJI3ATOP
JEKOJIOHI3AIII YKPATHIIB: ICTOPUKO-OCBITHIN BUMIP TA ITICO

Anomauyia. Cmamms 00CHiONCYE POCIUCLKO-YKPAIHCLKY GIHY K KAMAnizamop YKpaiHCbKoi
O0eKoNOHIZayil, 8UEYAIOYU ICTMOPUYHI, 0CBIMHI Ma IHopMayitiHO-NCUXON02iUHI 8uMipu Koughnikmy. Posenauymo
OCHOBHI MeHOeHYIi 8 PO3YMIHHI CKIAOHUX Npoyecié (OpMy8aHHsA HAYIOHANbHOI i0eHMUyHOCmi ma Onopy
KOJOHIANIbHUM 8NIUBAM, 0CODIUBO 8 KOHMEKCMI CbO20OHIUHbOI POCIlICbKOT azpecii.

Ocnoena mema 00CHiONHCEHHA — GUCGIMAUMU HNOMOYHUL CMAH HAYKOBO20 GUGYEHHA VKPAIHCLKOL
i0eHmuYyHOCMi, NPOCMeNCUMU KAH0Y08I YUHHUKU ICMOPUUHO-OCEIMHIX KONOHIANLHUX 6NAUGIE MA 00CAIOUMU
MeXaHizMu HayioHANbLHOT camoidenmughikayii ma onopy nio yac eilHu.

Y ecmammi npoananizosano 0oscompueanuil pociticbKuti KONOHIAIbHUL BNIUE HA YKPAIHCHKY C8I00MICb,
aemopu aHAi3yIOMs, K ICMOPUYHI, 0C8IMHI ma iHhopmayiini cmpamezii 6UKOPUCMOo8y8alu 0ist RPUOYULCHHS
VKPAiHCbKol i0eHmuyHoCcmi.

Memooonozia cmammi micmums NPUHYURU ICIOPUIMY, 00 EKMUBHOCMI MA 6CeOIYHOCMI, OCHOBHI
icmopioepagiuni memoou ananizy, cunmesy ma 00CAIONCEHHsL HAYKOBUX ONCEPEIL.

Y emammi asmopu posxkpusaroms 0CHO8HY OYMKY, W0 0eKOIOHI3aYIs € CKIAOHUM NPOYECOM Md BUMASAE
camoioenmuixayii ma KpumuuHo20 anaizy icmopuunux Hapamusis. Ingopmayitino-ncuxonoziuni onepayii
nocmaromo K SUPIUATLHULL KOMIOHEHM y CYUACHIll 2IOpUOHILl iliHi, a NUMAHHA 0C8IMU Mma 30epedceHHs
HayioHANbHOI Ky1bmypu, usHaueHi K OCHOBHI iHcmpymenmu. Okpemy y8azy 6 00CHiONHCeHHI NpudiieHo
heromeny cmilikocmi YKpAiHCbKo2O CYCRilbCm8a 6 NPOMUCHMOAHHI IHGOPMAYIlIHO-NPONALAHOUCTCHKO20
8NIUBY Ni0 Hac GiliHU Ma 30epPedceHHl 1ACHOT HAYIOHANbHOI iI0eHmuyHOCmi. A8Mopu NiOKpecioms, uo
eghexmusHa 0eKONOHI3AYiA NOYUHAEMBCA 3 CAMOOEKONOHI3AYIT, BKIIOYHO 3 KOMNJLEKCHUM NIOXO0OM: BUBYEHHS
asmenmu4HOl icmopii, ymeeposceHHs: PIOHOI MOBU 8 YCIX chepax dcummsi, PO36UIMOK KPUMUYHO20 MUCTEHHS,
niOUWEeHHSL MeOIacPAMOMHOCMI MA PO3NIZHABAHHS 1l NPOMUOIS NPONALAHOUCIMCLKUM 8naueam. Pociticbko-
YKpaincoka eilina, sika mpusac 3 2024 poky, napadoxcanvHo, daie NPpUuEUOUULA Npoyec YKPAiHCbKOI
HayioHanbHOI camoioenmugixayii i came oceimmusi ma KyJIvmypHa cghepu Cmanu Kiovo8umMu KOMNOHEHMAMU
0J151 ONOpy YKpainyia.

Haykosa nHoeu3zna 00Cni0xHCceHHs CNPAMOBAHA HA BUABLEHHA AK ICMOPUYHUX, MAK i CYYACHUX MEXAHIZMI8
pociiicokoi nponaeanou ma ingopmayitino-ncuxonociunux onepayiu (I[ICO), ocobnuso 6 Konmexcmi
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nosHomMacumabnozo eémopenents 3 2022 poky, AKi cucmemMamudno GUKOPUCIOBYEANU Oisl HIBENIOBAHMHS
VKPAIHCLKOI HAYIOHALHOT ma KyiemypHOL i0eHmuunocmi. Jocniodcents cnpusimume eiubuomy po3yMiHHIO
neenoi mpanc@opmayii KOAOHIAILHOL CRAOWUHU, CREYUDIKU IHPOPMAYITIHO20 MUCKY T MONCIUBUX CIMpame2iil
ONnopy 8 pocCilicbKO-YKPAiHCbKill BiliHi.

Y eucnoskax niokpecneno, wo nognomacumadbHa iliHa CMaNa CB0EPIOHUM KAMAi3amopom npoyecy
HAYIOHANBbHO20 CAMOYCBIOOMILEHHS, AKMUBIZY8ABUIU MUM CAMUM NEePeOCMUCTEHHS ICTMOPUYHUX HAPAMUGIE,
AKI OYIU HAG A3aHI KOJOHIANbHUM MUHYIUM YKpaiHu ma cnpusiu opmy8aHHIo YC8IOOMIEH020 PO3YMIHHSA
VKPAiHCcbKoi i0eHmuduHoCmi 8dice Cb0200HI. [[0CAi0NHCEeHHA NIOKPECTIOE 8AXNCAUBICMb NOCMIUHUX 3YCULL Y
30epediceHHi Kyibmypu, mpaouyitl, icmopii, Mo8u, KpUMUYHOMY MUCIEeHHI ma iHpopmayiiniid cmitikocmi K
dynoamenmanvHux cmpameziil y 60pomsoi 3 3068HIWHIMU CHPobamu RIOIpeamu HAYIOHATLHULL CY8epeHimem
ma KyIbmypHy camoOymuicmo yKpainyis.

IIposedene docniddicetts NPONOHYE KOHYENMYATbHO 8ANCTUBE BUCHOBKU U000 MEXANIZMIE KVIbIYPHO20
cnpomugy, OeMOHCMPYIOUU NOMEHYIAN YKPaincvkol Hayil 6 30epediceHi 61acHol iI0eHMUYHOCME 8 YMO8aX
2IOpUOHUX 6nIUGi6 I HasMucHoi Oesingopmayii. Yepes ananiz 63a€MO3ANEHCHOCMI ICMOPUHHOL nam 'simi,
0C8IMHbOI NOTIMUKY Ma IHGOpMayiiHOT GIlHU, CIamMms OKPECIIOE KOMNIEKCHe DaueHHs npoyecy YKPAiHCbKol
OeKONOHI3ayil sIK OUHAMIYHO20 MA DA2AMOBUMIPHO20 SA6UUA CYHACHOCHIL.

Knrouoei cnosa: oexonounizayis, ioenmuunicmo, eckaiayis, icmopuyri gelxu, pocilicbka nponazanoa,
oceimns denpusayis, II1CO.

Problem statement. With the onset of full-scale invasion, interest in ukrainian history
and culture has increased among ukrainians and many global populations, particularly among
contemporary youth. Therefore, investigating the issue of ukrainian identity represents a topical
subject of current discourse, which constitutes an integral element of the primary causes of the
russo-ukrainian war. Researchers endeavor to systematize the fundamental aspects of this inquiry.
They delineate historical colonization factors, psychological influences on populations, educational
issues that are justified by democratic principles and the Constitution, among other considerations.

Investigating the origins of the Russian empire’s colonial influence on ukrainian
consciousness and self-identification necessitates a scientifically objective concretization and deeper
comprehension, particularly within historical and educational domains. The scientific novelty of the
article and the relevance of the designated research theme are conditioned by this aspect and the
absence of comprehensive historiographical works on this subject. Consequently, we posit that an
urgent requirement during the russo-ukrainian war is to examine and consider historical-educational
factors affecting Ukrainian consciousness and their so-called genetic incompetence in the scholarly
comprehension of this problem.

Review of recent research and publications. V. Ilnytskyi, V. Starka, and M. Haliv
dedicated an article in 2022 to the primary causes of the russo-ukrainian war, focusing on russian
propaganda’s influence and preparation for armed aggression (ImpHHUBKHI Ta iH., 2022, c. 43).
In 2023, an equally pertinent article by Svynarenko N. emerged, addressing contemporary
russian imperial propaganda and its detrimental impact on present-day ukrainians (CBuHapeHko,
2023, c. 278-301). 1. Todorov analyzed russian propaganda narratives dating back to the Cossack
era (Tomopos, 2022). Ye. Solomin conducted a more profound analysis of coloniality’s influence
on ukrainian consciousness, examining the aspect of soviet-russian propaganda as a means of
narrative promotion and intervention in the information space (Conomin, 2024, c. 54-55). Equally
significant is Kovalchuk P.’s research on information warfare and Russian myths about Ukraine
(KoBanpayk, 2023). Khomenko, Marukhovska-Kartunova, and Tishko. comprehensively analyzed
the issue of historical fact and event falsification in ukraine’s history by russian propaganda
(Xomenko Ta iH., 2023). Additionally, noteworthy is the research by Zelenyi V., Shyshkin I., and
Drohomyretska L. on the russo-ukrainian war in historical discourse (3enenuii Ta in., 2023). Works
by Levchenko O. P. and Hryttsiv, N. M. are dedicated to linguistic influence on the colonization and
decolonization process: linguistics and propaganda for ukrainians (JleBuenko Ta iH. 2023).

The phenomenon of information warfare has attracted numerous researchers. Among
them are M. Libicki, O. Moroz, H. Pocheptsov, P. Shevchuk, and L. Leontieva (Libicki, 2007;
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Mopos, 2020; Ilouenmos, 2015; IleBuyk, 2014; JleontseBa, 1997), who studied both historical
aspects of information conflict emergence and their contemporary forms, categorizing varieties
and consequences. The interconnection between information warfare and mass consciousness
was investigated by I. Yuzova, O. Dzoban, Ya. Derkachenko, O. Komarchuk, M.Slukhai and
D. Prysiazhniuk (FO30Ba, 2020; /I3p00anb, 2014; Jlepkauenko, 2016; Creitok, 2018; Komapuyk,
2016; Cnyxaii 2018; Ipucsoxaiok, 2011), among others.

It is worth noting that in russia, the study of information warfare methods commenced in
the 1990s, whereas in Ukraine, intensive research on information warfare problematic began
only in 2013. H. Pocheptsov and M. Kitsy are considered the most distinguished experts in this
field. For over 30 years, russia has been working to refine information warfare conduct and IPSO
(Information Psychological Operation) dissemination, which constitutes a significant negative factor
in combating russian propaganda today (ITouenos, 2015; Kina, 2017, c. 28-32).

The research objective is to illuminate the current state of scholarly investigation of the
topic, trace pertinent issues, and their substantive content within existing historiography.

It is noteworthy that the current issue of ukrainian decolonization in the historical-educational
process has returned to its study and reinterpretation, most notably capturing the interest of
contemporary scholars during the full-scale invasion of 2022, particularly during the period of
information warfare.

Presentation of the main material. All former colonial countries are often the scene of a
discourse of unconscious identity in their future, which has deep historical roots, consciously
shaped by the aggressor state over many centuries. Ukraine is no exception. Russia’s imperial
ambitions aimed to expand its territories, including those of contemporary Ukraine. Destruction or
devaluation of everything ukrainian represents the primary methods and mechanisms that russian
propaganda had long prepared and implemented in the process of manipulating historical facts,
falsifying evidence, and altering interpretations of historical events concerning ukrainian history.
Propaganda in russian media suggesting that ukrainians and russians constitute a single “brotherly”
people has become deeply entrenched in the consciousness of a significant portion of the russian
population, laying the groundwork for future conflicts and providing the russian leadership with a
pretext to employ the concept of “unity” between the two states (Ukraine with diminished rights, as
the “younger brother”, to a part of the “russian world”) (Xomenko Ta iH., 2023, c. 1138).

Although it is worth noting that the unequal population quantitative characteristics between
Ukraine and russia did not provide opportunities to defeat the empire. However, the genetic code
of the ukrainian nation undoubtedly contains the concepts of freedom and will, as demonstrated
by historical events dating back to the XVI century. The history of struggle for independence and
self-determination, encompassing periods of both victories and defeats, has shaped our national
consciousness and capacity for resistance. In the contemporary realities of the russo-ukrainian
war, alongside the volitional desire and ukrainian forces, significant importance is attributed to the
assistance provided by ukraine’s partners in preserving the democratic civilized world.

Overall, the russo-ukrainian war has deep historical, political, and social roots. A conscious
analysis of the russo-ukrainian war problem must consider the complex interaction of various
factors, including historical preconditions, political events, social processes, and cultural differences
between ukrainians and russians. To continue the initiated process of acknowledging ukrainian
belonging, it is necessary to commence with decolonization of self (self-decolonization) and
historical memory from russian propaganda. Objective research, study, analysis, and comprehension
of one’s authentic history, culture, traditions, and mentality will facilitate this process.

Political instability in Ukraine, economic problems, corruption, social fragmentation — all
these factors do not favor national unity and identity recognition. Primarily, attempts to resolve
social fragmentation issues (ethnic, linguistic-regional conflicts, internal discrepancies) will help in
national unification and increasing national identification.

It is also worth noting that the active participation of a nationally motivated society in
Ukraine (volunteer movement, support and faith in the Armed Forces, local reform development)
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demonstrates a high level of self-organization and social responsibility of ukrainians, which
since 2022 has helped mobilize their forces and obtain support and assistance from the international
community.

Some foreign scholars note the growth of ukraine’s international image after
February 24, 2022. According to the “soft power” concept author, J. Nye, through informal
attire and constant communication with Western media and parliaments, President V. Zelenskyy
managed to present Ukraine as an attractive and heroic country. The result was not only Western
sympathy but also substantial increases in military equipment supplies necessary for Ukraine
(Mareneuiko, 2023, c. 358).

However, contemporary realities in the russo-ukrainian war remain complex. Currently,
information-psychological operations (hereinafter — IPSO) are no less relevant an issue and
problem in war. Modern wars are conducted not only on the battlefield but also in the information
space. Alongside military force application, conflict parties actively utilize disinformation,
fakes, and information-psychological operations, so-called IPSO, to achieve their objectives.
Information attacks aimed at undermining the ukrainian society’s morale seek to create an
atmosphere of hopelessness, despair, and panic. Their primary task is to undermine trust in the
country’s leadership, its international partners, and the Armed Forces of Ukraine, as well as sow
doubts about their ability to effectively resist the aggressor. Recently, increasingly more content
appearing on various social platforms significantly influences public opinion. These messages
are designed to evoke strong emotional responses in readers and shape specific societal moods
[CobomneBa, 2023, c. 67-69].

Information-psychological operations are most actively studied by the contemporary
information space. IPSO (a somewhat modified translation of Psychological Operations, PSYOPS)
is currently considered coordinated activity in the communicative space to influence societal
attitudes and consciousness. Concepts such as “psychological operation” and “military information
operation” are also actively used to denote this term. IPSO represents specific planned actions
through which disinformation and influence on a particular group’s opinion are executed. Today,
this term is actively used in the context of the russo-ukrainian war, as it can be equated to a type
of information weapon used by russian authorities to propagate their narratives and manipulate
ukrainian consciousness, especially in occupied territories. The primary elements of IPSO can
be identified as fakes, propaganda, disinformation, exaggeration or diminishment of certain
information, and bot cyberattacks (Illynbchka Ta iH., 2023, c. 268-274).

Information and psychological operations, as understood by the higher leadership of the
russian, represent a mechanism of influence recognized at the state level in strategic documents.
Retrospective evaluation of the events of 2014 suggests that the russian’s active buildup of
information warfare capabilities during peacetime and the prioritization of perceived threats
constitute the foundation for its persistent implementation of information and psychological
operations. These operations engage the entire state apparatus, including the top political and
military leadership. This is evidenced by the identification in russian doctrine of the primary
organizational elements of the information security system. Dissemination of disinformation,
particularly through the state’s highest officials, is a strategic concept supported by all necessary
russian budgetary resources (I"ait, 2018, c. 270-286).

Russian actively employs psychological influence tools to demoralize populations, instill
despair and defeatism that undermine belief in victory, and extensively uses disinformation and
propaganda to sow chaos and erode trust in information sources. Since february 2024, russian
mass media and political figures have launched an aggressive campaign to spread fakes and
disinformation.

Their objectives are to justify aggression, discredit Ukraine on the international stage, and
undermine the morale of the ukrainian people.

Ukraine’s strategy to counter disinformation, recognizing the threats posed by russian‘s
information warfare, involves a series of measures aimed at combating fakes and information-
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psychological operations (IPSO). Significant roles in this effort are played by the Center for
Countering Disinformation under the National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine, the
Ministry of Culture and Information Policy, and various non-governmental organizations, such
as StopFake and InformNapalm. These entities systematically monitor russian disinformation,
promptly debunk fakes, and widely disseminate truthful information. Additionally, Ukraine has
launched educational programs to enhance media literacy, particularly among the youth. Ukrainian
media and civic activists regularly highlight cases of russian disinformation campaigns, contributing
to the ongoing process of ukraine’s decolonization, particularly from russian influence, which
requires daily support and development.

However, the impact of fakes and IPSO on the civilian population remains significant despite
counter-disinformation efforts. In the temporarily occupied territories of Donbas and Crimea, where
access to ukrainian media is limited and russian propaganda dominates, many residents have fallen
victim to disinformation (Xomenko, 2023, c. 39).

This has led to the spread of pro-russian sentiments, distrust toward ukrainian authorities,
and societal polarization. In other regions of Ukraine, despite a surge in patriotism following the
invasion, there is also evidence of war fatigue and mistrust of official information sources. Such
conditions may be exploited by russian to disseminate new fakes and destabilize the socio-political
situation within the country. Moreover, prolonged information warfare exerts psychological
pressure on ukrainian society, provoking anxiety, disillusionment, war fatigue, and apathy. It is
important to note that IPSO affect not only the general public mood but also specific societal
spheres, including education.

Historically, russian empire has employed similar strategies in its colonization of Ukraine,
particularly in education, as exemplified by the Ems Decree and the Valuev Circular, the exile
of ukrainian intellectuals, persecution of scholars, and bans on ukrainian-language schools and
textbooks. These measures, which were crucial in shaping and preserving historical memory,
constituted a significant part of the colonization process by the then russian empire.

The russian’s methods remain unchanged in the contemporary war, particularly in promoting
propaganda narratives such as a “single language”, or advocating indifference to linguistic
differences (“What does it matter what language one speaks?”), extolling the so-called “great
russian literature” as a universal cultural asset, while disparaging ukrainian literature as limited to
rural life and inferior in quality. Consequently, ukraine’s counteraction to russian cultural, linguistic,
and educational fakes requires substantial transformations and reevaluation of its educational and
cultural processes, posing additional challenges to countering disinformation and IPSO.

Reevaluating ukraine’s educational and cultural processes involves not only uncovering little-
known historical chapters but also documenting, reconstructing, preserving, and disseminating
intangible cultural heritage. Entire programs, podcasts, projects, and online archives have emerged.
A trend among contemporary youth is a growing interest in reconstructing ukraine’s material
and intangible culture. This interest manifests in festivals, fairs, and corporate events featuring
specialists who help revive ethnic dances, songs, and traditions. These trends in ethnic motifs
also extend to cinema, music, literature, and education. This is part of the decolonization process
ukrainians are undergoing, spurred by the russian-ukrainian war but yielding tangible positive
outcomes.

Contemporary research highlights that education today is increasingly reliant on information
technologies, presenting both advantages and challenges that must be addressed when developing
information security strategies (Khrapatyi et al., 2023).

The educational and cultural spheres of the 21st century are particularly vulnerable to
information attacks, given their pivotal role in shaping the worldview of younger generations.
Hostile TIPSO can undermine trust in the national education system, distort historical facts, and
promote anti-ukrainian narratives through educational materials and platforms. Conversely,
education can serve as a powerful tool to counter disinformation. Introducing courses on media
literacy, critical thinking, and information hygiene into curricula strengthens youth resilience to
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manipulative influences. Remote learning, prevalent during wartime, offers new opportunities for
swift responses to informational threats and for updating educational content in line with global
trends (Pynenko Ta in., 2023, c. 59-71).

While embracing modern educational trends, it is crucial to consider the risks associated
with the digitalization of education. Online platforms may become targets for cyberattacks and
disinformation dissemination. Protecting educational resources and training educators to identify
and counter IPSO, who in turn will teach students, has become a critical task for the entire
education sector.

Thus, integrating educational policies and information security strategies is essential
for effectively countering hostile information and psychological operations in the long term.
This requires a comprehensive approach that accounts for both the benefits and challenges of
education in wartime and aims to build an information-resilient society (Kpacnoctym, 2024).

Media security experts Maria Yaremchuk and Alla Megel published a guide in 2022, “Hostile
IPSO: How to Identify and Counteract”, detailing information-psychological special operations
and their impact on ukrainian society. The guide provides specific examples of IPSO implemented
in ukraine’s information space and offers methods for detecting and countering informational
manipulations (Merenb, Spemuyk, 2022).

One notable example of an IPO is the narrative that “Ukrainian is a dialect of Russian”.
This narrative, a staple of russian propaganda, asserts that ukrainian is either artificially created
or merely a dialect of RF. It is propagated through social media videos, propagandists’ speeches
on russian television, and widespread comments in the information space. Various international
organizations and media outlets actively counter disinformation and monitor russian propaganda.
Leading global media, such as The New York Times and the BBC, regularly highlight the
dissemination of disinformation by the russian and conduct systematic monitoring of russian
propaganda.

Conclusions.The russian-ukrainian war exemplifies the crucial role of fakes and IPSO in
modern conflicts. The informational component is an integral part of the hybrid warfare russia
has waged against Ukraine long before the onset of hostilities in 2014 and the full-scale invasion
in 2024. Despite efforts by Ukraine and the international community to counter disinformation,
russia’s propaganda machinery continues to disseminate fakes and falsehoods actively.

The experience gained from this information war underscores the urgent need to enhance
public media literacy as part of ukraine’s decolonization process. Critical thinking, the ability
to verify information from various sources, and resilience against manipulative narratives
must become integral to the educational process both in Ukraine and internationally. Only by
strengthening societal resilience to disinformation can such hybrid threats be effectively countered.
Despite all challenges, Ukraine demonstrates resilience and an ability to counter russian propaganda
effectively. The experience of this war is invaluable for developing best practices to counter future
disinformation campaigns. Success in this information battle is crucial for protecting democratic
values, freedom of speech, and the right to truthful information on a global scale.

It is paramount to understand that every decolonization must begin with self-decolonization,
which involves studying one’s history, mastering one’s native language, understanding and
analyzing the political, educational, and cultural processes of one’s country, recognizing the
influence of propaganda on human consciousness, and critically and objectively analyzing any
information. This is essential for transitioning from the status of an educationally incompetent
nation to a decolonized, democratic, intellectually progressive, and competent one. Today in 2025,
when the war is still ongoing, studying little-known chapters of Ukrainian history, advancing
media literacy, and supporting the process of ukrainian decolonization in education, culture, and
psychology represent a significant contribution and practically a “second front” for the Armed
Forces of Ukraine, as well as a powerful tool in resisting the russian-ukrainian war and IPSO.

The formation of ukrainian identity in the context of decolonization shows that this process is
multidimensional, including political, cultural, linguistic and mental aspects. Scholarly discussions
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in recent years contribute to the rethinking of the imperial legacy and the establishment of new,
more authentic narratives that meet the contemporary challenges of ukrainian society.

Prospects for further research. Further research should focus on the study of local practices,
interdisciplinary analysis of cultural memory, and the integration of ukrainian historiography into
global scholarly discourses of decolonization.
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